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The women wore the " choli/' a kind of short-sleeved
jacket, and the " sari," equivalent to the men's dhoti, grace-
fully folded about the body, with the end thrown coquettishly
over the head.
Whilst waiting for their evening meal, the Hindoos lay
beneath the trees, smoking cigarettes wrapped in a green
leaf, or pipes filled with " gurago," a composition of tobacco
treacle, and opium. Others chewed a mixture of betel
leaves, areca nuts, and extinct lime, which possesses certain
digestive qualities, very useful in the burning climate of
India, All these people lived on good terms with each
other, and only showed animation at the hour for a feast
They were like the figurantes in a theatrical procession, who
fall back into complete apathy, as soon as they are no longer
on the scene.
However, directly we appeared, the Hindoos started up
and salaamed to us, bending down to the earth. A number
also shouted, " Sahib! sahib!" and we answered with
friendly gestures.
It occurred to me that perhaps Prince Gourou Singh
might give in our honour one of those fetes of which rajahs
are so lavish. The wide court of the bungalow was there
all ready for any ceremony of this kind, and seemed to me
admirably suited for the dances of the nautch-girls, the In-
cantations of the charmers, or the tricks of the acrobats.
It would have delighted me, I acknowledge, to be present